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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

The Premise

A young tank gunner becomes a legend - then discovers 
that survival is not the same as honor.

Based on the true story of Kurt Knispel, a brilliant WWII German tank gunner credited by many 
sources with 168 confirmed tank kills - and remembered less for what he destroyed than for what he 

refused to become.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Logline

Based on the true story of Kurt Knispel, the deadliest tank ace of World War II, TIGER 
ONE follows a young man’s transformation from idealistic boy to disillusioned tank 

commander who finds his own code of honor amid absolute moral chaos.

War is the spectacle. The soul is the battlefield.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

The True Figure

KURT KNISPEL

• A gifted gunner whose combat record became almost 
mythical among armor historians.
• Often credited with 168 confirmed tank kills.

Fought in the largest tank battle of all time:  Kursk (Summer 1943)

• A soldier inside a criminal regime who refused to 
become its poster boy.
• Never received the Knight’s Cross, despite his 
unmatched record - a detail that becomes dramatic fuel.
• Died in the final days of the war, before the world could 
fully know his name.

The man history nearly 
buried is the man this story 

brings back.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Story Spine

I

IDEALISM

A young soldier enters the Panzer 
arm with skill, pride, and belief.

II

DISILLUSIONMENT

The battlefield strips away 
slogans, glory, and innocence.

III

CODE

Kurt learns that honor is not 
obedience. It is a private line a 
man refuses to cross.

IV

LEGEND

His battlefield genius makes him 
valuable - and dangerous to the 
men who want propaganda, not 
truth.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

The Crew: A Family Inside Steel

DECKER Commander - hard authority, tactical instinct, battlefield leadership.

STEFAN Driver / best friend - cigarette, humor, loyalty, working-class grit.

KURT KNISPEL Gunner - quiet genius, moral center, the dangerous calm in the machine.

OTTMAR Loader - size, heart, strength; the tank’s human engine.

DIETRICH Radio operator - style, intelligence, tension between image and survival.

The tank is not just a weapon. It is a pressure cooker, a confessional, and a coffin with tracks.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Antagonistic Forces

THE REGIME

• SS Major Berndt turns 
war into staged spectacle.
• Cameras, medals, 
propaganda, and 
intimidation become 
weapons.
• Kurt’s refusal to perform 
becomes its own rebellion
and makes Brendt more 
lethal than a Soviet tank.

THE ENEMY

• Soviet Captain 
Marat is not a 
cardboard villain.
• He carries his 
own scars, orders, 
and obsessions.
• The story earns 
moral complexity 
on both sides of 
the guns.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Cinematic World & Set Pieces

• The battle of Kursk: the largest armored clash in history becomes the crucible for Kurt’s transformation.
• Tiger I and Tiger II warfare rendered from the inside: heat, fumes, steel, loader rhythm, gunner calm.
• Eastern Front landscapes: mud, snow, fog, shattered villages, impossible roads, and fire-lit horizons.
• Tank duels built around suspense, geometry, silence, and sudden violence - not empty spectacle.
• A final moral reckoning as the regime collapses and every man must reveal what he truly is.
•  A deeply immersive human story set inside the machinery of total war.

• A character-driven WW2 version of “All Quiet on the Western Front”
• In the spirit of The Deer Hunter, The Thin Red Line, Fury,  Das But,  Enemy at the Gates, Cross of Iron, Apocalypse Now

In his own way, Kurt Knispel became an “outlaw tank ace”….a legendary warrior that the Nazi machine could never fully 
embrace because he refused to become one of them.   He stood alone as the world around went totally insane.

Despite becoming the deadliest tank ace in history, he was denied the Reich’s highest honors.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Core Themes

CODE

What does a man obey when every institution around him is 
corrupt?

HONOR

Not the medal. Not the uniform. The line inside the man.

BROTHERHOOD

The crew survives because the machine only works when men 
trust each other.

ALONE

The decisive moral choice is made without applause.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Tone, Audience & Market Position

TONE

• Gritty, adult, cinematic war drama.
• Historical spectacle grounded in character.
• A moral thriller inside an armored war epic.
• A visual language of smoke, steel, mud, fire, and silence.

AUDIENCE

• World War II and military-history readers.
• Armor, tank, and battlefield enthusiasts.
• War-film viewers who want character over cartoon villains.
• Younger audiences drawn to tactical warfare, immersive 
combat, and morally complex storytelling.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

Current Status

SCREENPLAY Completed and now updated to match the book.

NOVEL PROPERTY English and German editions published.

THEME SONG Original song, “The Dragon of War,” produced and available for marketing/trailer use.

VISUAL IDENTITY Character/crew artwork, tank imagery, and branding already in motion.

READERSHIP SIGNAL Book currently being read in 7 countries.
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TIGER ONE: THE DRAGON OF WAR

The Opportunity

TIGER ONE is based on a true-story war epic with a built-in historical hook, 
a completed screenplay, published source material, original music, and a 

visual identity already moving.

Seeking: producer / director / manager / option partner interested in a character-driven WWII feature built 
around code, honor, and moral courage under impossible pressure.

Christopher Corson
Author and Screenwriter

”Tiger One – The Dragon of War”  book published and now  in 7 countries
Screenplay/Book Website:  TigerOneMovie.com 

Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/TigerOnebook/
Story Theme Song: “The Dragon of War” by Celaine Andrus (www/tigeronemovie.com)

•  Imdb.me/christophercorson
Email: chris.corson@yahoo.com
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